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Transmitted herewith are the following documents in the above-identified application: 

(1) Return Receipt Postcard; 

(2) This Transmittal Letter (in duplicate); and 

(3) Preliminary Amendment (3 pages); 
No additional fee is required. 
The fee has been calculated as shown below: 
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CLAIMS AS AMENDED 



Claims Remaining 



Highest No. 
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Present 



Additional Fee 





After Amendment Paid For 
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Total Claims 


23 Minus 23 
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x $18.00 
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Independent 
Claims 
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□ Fee of for the first filing of one or more multiple 
dependent claims per application 
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□ Fee for Request for Extension of Time 
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Total additional fee for this Amendment : $ 

Conditional Petition for Extension of Time: If an extension of time is required for timely 
filing of the enclosed document(s) after all papers filed with this transmittal have been 
considered, an extension of time is hereby requested. 

Please charge our Deposit Account No. 19-2386 in the amount of $ 

Also, charge any additional fees required and credit any overpayment to our Deposit 
Account No. 19-2386. 
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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



Dear Sir: 



The following Amendments and Remarks are submitted for entry into the application 
filed on August 27, 2001, serial number 09/940,174. This Preliminary Amendment is 
submitted prior to the first Office Action on the merits in the above-captioned case. Entry of 
this amendment is respectfully requested. 

AMENDMENTS 

IN THE SPECIFICATION 

Please replace the paragraph starting on page 8, line 21 with the following 
replacement paragraph. 

Fig. 21 illustrates a Read Secure Metadata protocol according to an embodiment of the 
present invention. 

Please delete the paragraph starting on page 8, lines 23 and 24. 

In accordance with 37 CFR § 1 .121(b)(l)(iii), the attachment entitled "Version with 
Markings to Show Changes Made" contains a marked up version of the replacement 
paragraph illustrating the newly introduced change in the specification. 
823079 vi/pf-oa [Rev. 000913] -1- Serial No. 09/940,174 



